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Clark’s Legacy Will Inspire Future

Generations

By Jessica Goodburn '09

Each year, students are
introduced into the Clark
Honors College with one per-
tinent question: What is the
importance of a liberal arts
education? No simple answer is
found, but through the discus-
sion they are encouraged to
question, form opinions, and
learn from the environment
around them. Now, as they em-
bark on their educational odys-
sey, who better to emulate than
former university president and
Clark Honors College founder
Robert D. Clark, who in his life-
time held the highest standards
as a scholar, an educator, and as
a person.

Clark passed away on June
28, still a scholar and an inspi-
ration at the age of 95. During
his last year he participated in
several Honors College events,
spoke to students in a special
Honors College colloquium
focused on the university in
times of war and, just weeks
before his death, attended com-
mencement ceremonies for the
class of 2005.

Clark remained active in the
community as well. He was a
member of the Eugene Natural
History Society who attended
meetings as often as time al-
lowed and took pleasure in
plant walks and events with the
organization. A longtime sup-
porter of the Oregon Bach Festi-
val, Clark was remembered at a
July 10 concert in his honor.

He published several books
and essays, including The Life
of Matthew Simpson and The
Odyssey of Thomas Condon,
and was working on a com-
pilation of his natural history
essays at the time of his death.
Clark received awards for his
public speaking, including be-
ing named Speaker of the Year
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by Delta Sigma Rho-Tau Kappa
Alpha, the national forensic
society.

Clark first came to the uni-
versity in 1943 as an assistant
professor of speech. As Dean of
the College of Liberal Arts, he
formed the first honors col-
lege in the country, which was
later named in his honor. After
serving as president of San José
State University for five years,

Robert D. Clark addresses student protestors
at San Jose State College, 1965.

Clark returned to the UO in
1965 to fill the same vacancy
here.

Perhaps most of all, Clark
will be remembered for his
compassion and leadership
in troubled times. During his
presidencies at San José State
and the UO, he saw both insti-
tutions through the tumultuous
1960s, where divisive issues

Novelist
Visits Honors
College

Clive Cussler, whose lat-
est novel, Polar Shift, recently
topped the New York Times
bestseller list, was the honored
guest and speaker at the Clark
Honors College’s fall alumni
reception.

Cussler, who enjoys a world-
wide following of fans for his
more than twenty-four books,
came to the honors college at
the invitation of Professor Fran-
ces Cogan, who is teaching his
novel Treasure in her fall term
seminar on adventure literature.

Cussler spoke to an overflow
crowd of students, alumni,
and community members on
October 28 at the Gerlinger

such as the civil rights move-
ment and the war in Vietnam
often brought college campuses
to the boiling point. Through

it all, Clark remained fair and
true to his belief in the power
of dialogue. In one speech he
is quoted as saying, “If we fall
far short of truth or justice, we
can, in the free expression of
ideas, more nearly approximate
them than by any other system.
The university is the peculiar
guardian of this basic liberty.”

His sense of fairness and
justice extended to his fac-
ulty as well. One year, as UO
president, he was told that
there would be no money avail-
able for faculty pay increases,
but that university presidents
would receive a certain addi-
tional amount. Clark turned his
down, saying he did not de-
serve a raise if his faculty was
not offered the same.

At a Beall Hall memorial ser-
vice attended by several hun-
dred family members, friends,
colleagues, and admirers, Clark
was eulogized for his intel-
lect, wisdom, kindness, disci-
pline, and drive, for his love of
nature, dedication to students,
and for his many contributions
to the university and larger
community. As each new class
of honors college students
learns about the man who es-
tablished their school, who was
so greatly loved and admired,
his legacy will be carried on.

Hall alumni lounge on the UO
campus. He spoke about his
long career as a writer of adven-
ture novels and his own adven-

tures as founder of the National
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CHC Alum
Hosts Paris
Reception

About thirty Ducks gathered
for a fall reception at the home
of Florence and James Sheph-
ard ’80 in Paris, France. Presi-
dent Dave Frohnmayer and his
wife Lynn were on hand to visit
with alumni from Paris and
Angers.

President Frohnmayer per-
sonally thanked the Shephards
for hosting the gathering and
for establishing two endowed
scholarships supporting inter-
national students at the Clark
Honors College and study
abroad for CHC students.

Tom Mills, associate vice
president for international
programs, and Cynthia Stenger,
director of international alum-
ni programs, also attended.
Stenger said guests were treated
to traditional French fare, plus
some delicious Oregon wine. To
view photos of the event, visit
the UO Alumni Association
website, www.uoalumni.com.

Endowment
Established to Honor
Robert D. Clark

An endowment has been
established through the
UO Foundation to honor
Robert Clark and to
ensure that his legacy
of excellence continues.
For more information,
contact Shirley West,
(541) 346-2442 or
spwest@uoregon.edu.

(from left): Jennah Hoffman, Sarah Koski, Clive Cussler, Heather Daniel, Angela Wu, and Eva

Underwater and Marine Agency
(NUMA), a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to American
maritime and naval history.

Sylwester. The students attended an Alumni Advisory Council dinner in Cussler’s honor held at

the Honors College.
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2005-6 CHC Scholarship Recipients

The following scholarships
were awarded to Clark Honors
College (CHC) students for the
2005-6 academic year:

ROBERT D. CLARK HONORS
COLLEGE SERVICE AWARD
ALLETTA BRENNER

Majors: Women'’s and gender
studies, history

EMILY CASEY

Major: English

Scholarship criteria: For a CHC
student who made a contribu-
tion to the Clark Honors College
community.
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ANDREA GELLATLY
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
EMMA TEPFER

Majors: Music, English
Scholarship criteria: For women
entering their final year in the
honors college who demonstrate
the qualities of academic excel-
lence, breadth of interest, and
social concern, which character-

Emma Tepfer

ized the late Andrea Gellatly’s
short but influential life.

JOY POUST SCHOLARSHIP
TREVOR ATKINS

Major: Journalism

HANNAH BONTRAGER
Major: Dance

JOYCE MOORE

Major: Architecture

Scholarship criteria: For a CHC
student in good academic stand-
ing with demonstrated financial

need.

EDWARD SARGENT III
SCHOLARSHIP

BRIAN TRUONG

Major: Biochemistry
Scholarship criteria: For a
CHC student majoring in the
prehealth care field or a natu-

Brian Truong

ral science who combines the
qualities of idealism, commit-
ment to humanity, openness to
alternatives, and love of nature
that characterized the late Ed
Sargent, M.D.

SHEPHARD FAMILY
SCHOLARSHIP FOR STUDY
ABROAD

AMIE LEAVERTON

Majors: Spanish, political
science

Scholarship criteria: For a CHC

student attending an approved
yearlong University of Oregon

study-abroad program, particu-
larly those studying a foreign
language.

WIGHAM FAMILY THESIS
PRIZE

AMELIE BRAZELTON

Major: English

Scholarship criteria: For a CHC
student who has made signifi-
cant academic progress and has
promise for further outstanding
achievement, with first con-
sideration going to Canadian
students.

JEAN WITTEMYER
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
KATHARINE LENZSER

Major: Planning, public policy
and management

Scholarship criteria: For a CHC

Katherine Lenzser

student who has made signifi-
cant academic progress and has
promise for further outstanding
achievement.

WILMA WITTEMYER
MEMORIAL SCHOLASTIC
ACHIEVEMENT PRIZE

JOHN MURPHY

Major: Art history

Scholarship criteria: For a CHC
student who has made signifi-
cant academic progress and has
promise for further outstanding
achievement.

From the Director

Our class of 2009 is now on board, and
we are deep into the fall quarter. Among our
many new students are some from previ-

ously unexpected places.

Clark Honors College has a new exchange
program with the National University of
Singapore. This is one of Asia’s great univer-
sities, an unusually multicultural institution
where English is the language of instruction.
Singapore’s University Scholars Programme
operates much as we do, with small, discus-
sion-based classes for a distinctively intellec-

and return home. We are happy that we can
accommodate these students, two of a much
larger group of New Orleans students now

studying in Eugene.

tual group of students. Our first batch of five

Singaporeans seems an easy fit with us, and
they bring to our campus a lively curiosity

and a hearty sense of fun.

We are also happy to host two honors stu-
dents displaced by Hurricane Katrina. Kelly
Brown was preparing for her senior year at
Loyola University when she suddenly found
herself in flight from New Orleans. She at-
tended the University of Oregon as a fresh-
man, so she is familiar with our ways, and is
now writing for the Emerald. Eugenian John
Burns was about to begin his sophomore year
at Tulane University. He had just furnished

his apartment when he had to abandon it

Clark Honors College students most typi-
cally learn about the wider world by studying
abroad. A different but no less valid path to
understanding others is to welcome others to
our own community.

Rodord Koo
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Faculty News

In June, Henry Alley read
from his new novel, Men Touch-
ing, at the fifteenth annual
Virginia Woolf Conference at
Lewis and Clark College. In
August, he also read from the
book at the Coffee House Café
in Salem. In September, he read
from his other novel, Precincts
of Light, at the In Other Words
bookstore in Portland. This was
part of a celebration of Gertrude
Press, which has newly arrived
in the city. In 2003, his story,
“The Rembrandt Brotherhood,”
received honorable mention in
the Richard Hall Memorial Con-
test, sponsored by the Lambda
Literary Foundation, the orga-
nization for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender writers,
and has now been accepted for
publication by Harrington Gay
Men’s Fiction Quarterly.

Monique Balbuena presented
her paper, “A Symbolist Kinah?
Laments and Modernism in the
Maghreb,” to the fourteenth
World Congress of Jewish Stud-
ies at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem this summer. Before
the congress, Balbuena also
presented a paper at the pre-
congress organized by the A.
Harman Institute of Contempo-
rary Jewry, titled “Sephardim
in the Americas: An Agenda
for a Comparative Research.”
There she delivered a version of
her paper “Sepharad in Bra-
zil: Between the Metaphorical
and the Literal.” Almost con-

Class Notes

James Shephard ’80 (hu-
manities) recently published an
article that he calls the fruition
of his honors college thesis. “The
Réles d’Oléron: a Lex Mercato-
ria of the Sea?” can be found in
From Lex Mercatoria to Commer-
cial Law (Vito Piergiovanni, ed.),
Volume 24 of the series Compar-
ative Studies in Continental and
Anglo-American Legal History,
pp- 207-53.

Amy Rittenberg-Kari 82 (art
history) joined the Clark Hon-
ors College Alumni Advisory
Council this fall. She is a math
specialist for the Mt. Diablo Uni-
fied School District in northern
California.

Don Klotter ’86 (political sci-
ence, Germanic languages and
literatures), recently joined the
UO Alumni Association Board
of Directors. Klotter, the vice
president of marketing and cli-
ent services for Mazama Capital
Management, has served on the
Clark Honors College Alumni
Advisory Council for the past
three years.

Sarah Krick "90 (political sci-
ence), J.D. 93, and her husband
Darren Rodgers welcomed a son,
Matthew Arrow, into the world
this past June. In 2002, Sarah
opened her own law firm and is
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currently with the congress,
Balbuena was also part of the
Latin American delegation

at the International Dialogue
for Peace of Latin American,
Israeli, and Palestinian Intel-
lectuals, a series of encounters
held in different cities, on the
eve of the Israeli disengagement
from Gaza, and culminating
with a stay in a kibbutz on the
border with the Gaza strip. As
an activity of both the congress
and the dialogue for peace, a
tertulia literaria (literary sa-
lon)—titled Writing, Identity,
and Gender in Latin America
and Israel—gave Balbuena the
chance to read some of her own
poems at a table that included
Luisa Futoransky, Esther Selig-
son, Silvana Rabinovich, and
Edith Goel, with comments by
Sail Sosnowski. Following the
congress, Balbuena took part in
the weeklong Continuing Work-
shop on University Teaching of
Hebrew Language, organized
by the International Center for
University Teaching of Jewish
Civilization. The workshop
theme this year was “Hebrew
Language as a Theme in Litera-
ture and Culture.”

Louise Bishop’s entry on
the myth of the flat earth will
appear in Routledge’s Medieval
Misconceptions in 2006.

This summer, Frances Cogan
worked on her new book, The
First Ellis Island: Castle Garden,

enjoying the freedom of solo work.
Her husband is a full-time student
and a stay-at-home father.

Janel Nockleby ’93 (history, Span-
ish) has recently embarked on a new
adventure as an M.F.A. graduate stu-
dent focusing on poetry at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Katie Yahns '98 (journalism: mag-
azine) received her master of divinity
degree last spring at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary after studies
in Vancouver, British Columbia, and
Berkeley, California, and an intern-
ship in Anchorage, Alaska. This fall,
Yahns will likely be assigned, called,
and ordained as a pastor in the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America.

Michael Nguyen works for the
Arms Control Association, a nonprof-
it organization in Washington, D.C.
He serves as assistant to the director
and a junior analyst specializing in
chemical-biological weapons issues.
He also has published articles in
Arms Control Today.

Christina Rudosky ’03 (compara-
tive literature) is currently a student
of the Université Paris-Sorbonne,
working on her master’s degree in
comparative literature, focusing on
literature of the twentieth century.

Scott Stevens ‘02 (biology), whose
brother Nicholas is a current CHC
student, has spent the last three years
in Germany—some of that on a Ful-

NYC, 1855-1890. During winter
break Cogan will be presenting
two three-day seminars on clear
communication in business and
the nature of problem analysis
to IBM and Morgan Stanley
employees.

David Frank, with colleagues
James Crosswhite and Anne
Laskaya of the English depart-
ment, received a Williams
Council grant to create a rheto-
ric program on writing, public
speaking, and critical reasoning.
Frank’s “Arguing with God, Tal-
mudic Discourse, and the Jew-
ish Counter-Model: Implications
for the Study of Argumentation”
was published in volume 41 of
Argumentation and Advocacy.
His article, “Barack Obama’s
Address to the 2004 Democratic
National Convention: Trauma,
Compromise, Consilience, and
the (Im)possibility of Racial
Reconciliation,” is forthcoming
in Rhetoric and Public Affairs,
2006.

In March, Toral Gajarawala
presented her paper, “Misedu-
cation: A Study of Caste and
Color in the Classroom,” at the
Globalization, Transnational-
ism, and Cultural Studies Con-
ference at Portland State Uni-
versity. This fall she presented a
paper titled “The Space Behind
the Door: Observations on
Women and Mobility in Twen-
tieth-Century Urdu Literature”
as part of the UO series Interna-
tional Perspectives on Women,
Gender, and Sexuality.

bright Scholarship—and is now in a
doctoral program in biology, specifi-
cally animal behavior, at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge in England.

Damon Martichuski ‘04 (political
science, international studies) spent
his summer in Cairo, Egypt, working
for the United Nations High Commis-
sion on Refugees. He is currently in
his second year at Georgetown Uni-
versity, studying international law.

Roxanne Prazniak’s paper on
the social and political history
[1850—-1930] of the lower Yangzi
delta region, including Shanghai,
as context for understanding the
work of UO museum founder
Gertrude Bass Warner was pub-
lished in a conference collection,
Ijiuerling niandai de Zhongguo,
June 2005, by the Social Science
Academic Press (China). In con-
nection with a current project on
social and artistic exchange be-
tween northern Italian city-states
and Mongol-China in the thir-
teenth and fourteenth centuries,
Prazniak attended a conference
in Rome, September 2005, the
fifth European Ecumenical China
Conference, where she was able
to speak with scholars working
on records of the early Francis-
can missions.

This summer, while he was
enjoying a National Endowment
for the Humanities research fel-
lowship at the American Philo-
sophical Society in Philadelphia,
Daniel Rosenberg’s new book
Histories of the Future (Duke
University Press) appeared. This
volume, coedited with Susan
Harding (University of Califor-
nia at Santa Cruz), contains a
variety of essays on the ways in
which visions of the future have
changed over time. Rosenberg
also traveled to the Max Planck
Institute for the History of Sci-
ence in Berlin to speak about his
new book project, The Graphic
Invention of Modern Time, and
he was named editor-at-large for
Cabinet: A Quarterly of Art and
Culture.

Marissa Picard '04 (political
science, Italian) is in her first year
studying public interest law in the
Georgetown University Law Cen-
ter. For the past year, Picard has
worked in Rep. Henry Waxman’s
personal office as a staff assistant
and legislative correspondent.

In Memoriam

Greta Anne Wrolstad, a 2003 graduate of the
Clark Honors College, died in August in Missoula,
Montana, from injuries sustained in a car acci-
dent. Greta, who received her B.A. in English, was
a teaching assistant at the University of Montana,
and had completed one year of the master of fine
arts program in creative writing. She was awarded a
scholarship through Fence Books to the 2005 Sum-
mer Literary Seminars program in St. Petersburg,
Russia. Greta’s diverse work experience included
working as a field biologist for the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, an account manager in an Alaska fish cannery,
a firefighter, a promoter of wildlife conservation
on the 2003 Lollapalooza music tour, and an infor-
mation officer for American Field Service. She is
survived by her parents, Ron and Kathy Wrolstad of
Corvallis, and a sister, Kristen of Portland.
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Donor Honor Roll: Your Gifts, Our Thanks

Special thanks to all the alumni and friends who generously sup-
port the mission of the Clark Honors College, to nurture an environ-
ment of scholarship and inquiry. Your investments help us to main-
tain the highest standard of instruction and to provide the resources
needed to foster academic success among our students. The gifts
listed below reflect those received between July 1, 2004 and June
30, 2005. While space constraints limit our public acknowledgment
to those who made gifts of $100 or more, we thank all of the donors
who made contributions.
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Douglas Ragen ’64
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Lockheed Martin Corporation
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Foundation
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Betsy and John Messer
Alex Poust, ].D. '92
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Karen and Steven Skoog
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Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
PepsiCo Foundation
Standard Insurance Company
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Carol Wiegand Aarnio '68 and
William Aarnio '66
Jodi and Steven Allison-Bunnell 88
Erica Wimber Avena ’85 and
Robert Avena
Heidi ’81 and Michael Baer 79
Rebecca Beaman ’79
Shirley and Richard Behn, P.Cert. ’88

Kathleen '63 and George Beisse, M.A. 69

Michele Lee Bernstein '83, C.W.S. ’83,
and Philip Bernstein ’82

Patricia ‘84 and George Bradach

April Brinkman ’94

Carol Carver '71

Richard Chanin ’79

Sandra and Paul Cormier '65

Kathleen Reeves Cox '70 and
Jefferson Cox ’70

Matthew Cudney 90

Leslie Schults DeYoung 84

Kathryn and Douglas Dicharry

Joy Dress-Neitling

Nancy Duhnkrack ’83

Molly Moore Emmons '84 and
Matthew Emmons
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Keith Rea
Myrna Helseth Ruegg ’65 and
Joseph Ruegg '71
Lyn and William Savage '66
Gail Hayden Seibert '65 and
Rollie Seibert '64, M.S. '70
Jane Selvig
Laura Simon and Bruce Lindsay '69
Shirlee Smith ’73 and Jon Forbes
Stephanie Stafford '68
Holly Stern ’71 and Donald Prather
Berit and Lee Stevenson '78
Leslie Stone
Sandra Svatos ‘82 and

Peter Messer '90

David Miller III °86, M.A. 88

Laurie and Paul Moore '65, M.A. '66

Julie Yablonicky and
Christopher Morgan "90

Naomi Nagaki '78, M.A. ’79,
M.B.A. ’80

Valerie Spence Oldham ’72,
M.Ed. ’86, and Mark Oldham

Kristine Wyatt-Olson '77 and
Rodney Olson, M.S. ’82

David Tyler '79

Adrian Vaaler 68 and '73

Julie Weikel '68

Stephanie Mencimer 90 and
Erik Wemple

Diane and Howard Williams

Katherine Wood ’96

Cynthia Wenks '03 and
Michal Young ’83

Intel Foundation

Giving Tips from the Office of
Gift Planning

By Hal Abrams

As director of the Gift Planning office, I am pleased to provide regular
giving tips. These tips are designed to better inform you of opportunities
to support the honors college, and illustrate available incentives provided
by the IRS.

If you have provided for the honors college in your estate plan, please
tell us so that we can make you a member of the Arnold Bennett Hall Soci-
ety, the campus honor society.

Here is why Dar and Mary Ellen Isensee let us include them as mem-
bers of the Arnold Bennett Hall Society:

“I did it just for the membership pin and free annual luncheon,” joked
Dar Isensee '62. “Actually, Mary Ellen and I were glad to be included, to
help encourage others to put their estates in order.”

“And don’t forget the honors college,” chimed in Mary Ellen, a 1963
graduate and longtime supporter.

Support the honors college through your IRA (or other retirement ben-
efit) rather than with another estate asset.

When any person, other than your spouse, inherits funds from your
IRA (or other retirement benefit), that distribution will be subject to
income tax and may be subject to estate tax (if your estate is more than $2
million). In some cases, the tax liability owed has exceeded 75 percent of
the value of the IRA. The honors college and the university, as a qualified
charity, can inherit this asset without either tax being imposed. Therefore,
an IRA may be worth twenty-five cents to your heirs, yet be worth a full
dollar to the honors college.

I've got more of these tips up my sleeve. Please do not hesitate to con-
tact me about this article and other techniques to save taxes and increase
your income. I can be reached directly at (541) 346-6084.
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